
 

Home Street Mennonite Church 
March 12, 2023 

 
Lent 3: Longing for Living Water 
 
Focus Statement: Thirst speaks of longing and serious need. In both Exodus 
17 and John 4, thirst is the driving need and becomes the central metaphor 
of the heart-need of humans – a relationship with the living God. 
 
Prelude 
Song  Longing for Light    VT 715  
Welcome & Announcements 
Call to Worship (Christine Longhurst, adapted) 
 

Come, let us worship God 
who makes streams flow from rock, 
who turns the parched earth into springs of water. 
As the deer thirsts for flowing streams, 
so we thirst for You, O God. 
 
Come, let us worship God 
who showers rain from heaven 
and makes the wilderness blossom and flourish. 
As the deer thirsts for flowing streams, 
so we thirst for You, O God. 
 
Come, let us worship God 
who pours out living water on all who thirst. 
We come, God, thirsting for you. 
 

Prayer 
Song  Come Thou Fount    VT 563  
Prayer of Lament and Confession 
 
Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7; John 4:4-30 
Children’s Story  
 (childcare available in the basement for children ages 3 – grade 1) 
Offering 
 Song Let All Who Are Thirsty, Come  Insert 
Meditation 
Moment of Reflection 
 
Prayers of the People 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
Song  The Peace of the Earth Be With You  VT 838   
Benediction 
Postlude 
 
 



We acknowledge that we gather and worship on the ancestral lands of   First Nations and Metis people. We respect the 
Treaties that were made on these territories. We acknowledge the harms that were committed in the past and those that 
continue today. We dedicate ourselves to being Treaty People and moving forward in right relationship.  
 
Worship Participants:   
 

Worship Leader: Judith FE 
Speaker: Marnie K 
Children’s Story: Marlene W 
Musicians: Carrie S, Hannah BW 
Scripture reading: Terry S 

Visuals: Michelle M, Peter F 
AV Technicians: Matt V, David S 
Photographic and Musical Expression: Michael V, Wayne G 
Bulletin Art: William B 
Ushers: Michelle M, Peter F

 

Hearing Assistance: Those who need some hearing assistance in the sanctuary can either ask the sound technician for a 
headset, or use Wi-Fi-enabled hearing aids. 
 
 Inside Our Doors 
 

1. Easter Breakfast on April 9 at 9:30 am:  Come share breakfast together on Easter morning as we celebrate the 
resurrection!  Bring some food to share: paska (sweet bread), hot cross buns, muffins, or whatever food marks Easter 
celebrations in your tradition. Cheese, fruit, and coloured eggs will be provided by the Fellowship Committee. Our 10:45 
am Easter service will follow. 
 

2. Attention Visual Artists: ‘Stations of the Street’: We are once again planning an art installation, for Holy week, on the 
exterior alleyway walls of our church.  Are you interested in contributing creative work for this reflective exhibit of the 
Stations of the Cross? Art contribution deadline: Mar 26. If interested, please contact the church office. 
 

3. HSMC Church Phone Directory: Each year we update our church phone directory to aid in communication between 
Home Street Mennonite Church attendees. Please email or call the office to submit your contact information if you are 
new to the congregation and would like to share your information, or to make updates to your information. Please 
include the following: 

• Name/s of those in your household 
• Home Phone and/or Cell phones of adults & youth (optional) *Please note if any of these numbers are for office 

use only and not to be published in the book 
• Email of adults and youth (optional) 
• Mailing address 
• Birthdates of those in the household (If you don't mind sharing them in the book and having them published in 

the printed and emailed bulletins.)   
 

4. Looking for a way to support climate resiliency within the city? Metanoia Farmers Workers Co-op, located on the 
Canadian Mennonite University campus, grows vegetables for 70 households each growing season. This upcoming 
season, the cooperative is beginning a exciting permaculture project in order to further climate resilience and 
community education. Further information, the option to offer financial support, and the opportunity to be involved in 
permaculture workshops all can be found on the cooperative’s website (www.metanoiafarmers.ca/development-
project). Contact Bryn if you have any questions or want to get involved! 
 

5. Adult Education Series: Nurturing Our Peace Theology (Jan. 8—Mar. 19). Please join us in the church basement on 
Sunday mornings at 9:45. 
Mar. 12    The Peacemaking Ministry of Mennonite Central Committee (Marta BW) 
Mar. 19    Blind Spots in Our Peace Theology [like colonialism, family violence, abuse] (Dan ET) 
 

http://www.metanoiafarmers.ca/development-project
http://www.metanoiafarmers.ca/development-project


6. Lent Worship Series: Holy Longings 
Saint Augustine writes in his Confessions, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they 
rest in You.”  Lent opens space for our restless hearts; this season calls us to name our deepest longings, to hold them 
before God, and to engage in spiritual practices that shape our desires in ways that make us whole. God also longs for 
us, deeply desiring our well-being and our love. Perhaps our task is not so much seeking God, but opening space and 
allowing ourselves to be found by the God who longs for us. 

March 12 Longing for Living Water 
March 19 Longing for the Good Shepherd 
March 26 Longing for Life (Anointing) 
April 2  Longing for Deliverance 
April 6  Maundy Thursday (communion) 
April 7  Good Friday: A Service of Lament (with Hope, Charleswood, Fort Garry Mennonite churches) 
April 9   Easter: Met in our Longings 
 

7. Office hours: Please have bulletin items in by Thursday mornings.  
Cindy will be on leave January 9 – March 31. Marta will be in the office Thursdays & Fridays 9am-3pm during that time. 
She can be reached at administrator@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721. 

 

8. Donations to Home Street Mennonite Church can be made in the following ways:  
° e-transfer through your banking app, to donate@hsmc.ca  
° cheques or cash in the boxes at the back of the sanctuary (envelopes available)  
° a cheque, mailed or dropped off at the church 

If you are a new donor to HSMC, please include your mailing address or email to receive a tax receipt.  
 

Outside Our Doors 
 

9. A spring equinox sweat lodge ceremony will take place at Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre on March 19, at 11:00 am, 
followed by a potluck feast.  To enter the sweat lodge, you must register in advance. Spots are limited. You may also 
participate without entering the sweat lodge. Everyone is welcome to come and be with the sacred fire.  
 

10. Sing for climate justice! Multifaith Climate Action is hosting a singing rally to face the powers of climate-destructive 
finance with the strength of song! Come out and join the Restorative Banking Choir at noon on Tuesday March 21st, in 
front of the Royal Bank of Canada branch at 1700 Corydon Ave. RBC is one of the world’s biggest fossil fuel funders. 
March 21st has been designated Move Your Money Day, with events taking place all over Turtle Island to hold the banks 
accountable. We will gather in a spirit of nonviolence, share information, and sing of the world that we want to invest in. 
RSVP to the facebook event here.  
 
If you would like to help create a song or two for this event, join local songwriter John Samson Fellows (The 
Weakerthans) to workshop and craft lyrics on March 19th, 2:00pm at Home Street Mennonite Church.  All are welcome 
from any (or no) faith tradition, no writing or singing experience needed. Come help us make joyful sounds of 
resistance.  Let Pastor Judith know if you’re interested in these songwriting gatherings. 
 
Mennonite Church Manitoba 

Living Hope: Centering Connection. An MCM gathering for folks 16-25 at Camp Assiniboia April 21-25. This retreat will 
include space for: worship, table conversations, learning circles, shared meals, outside play and creative endeavors.  In 
all these spaces, living as communities of faith/love/hope in these days of climate changes and challenges will be 
explored. More information at www.mennochurch.mb.ca/livinghope 

Camps with Meaning invites applications for the 1.0FTE Associate Program Director 
position. www.campswithmeaning.org/news 

mailto:administrator@hsmc.ca
mailto:donate@hsmc.ca
https://sandysaulteaux.ca/event/spring-equinox-ceremony/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1571806753285025
https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=9bb78220d3&e=e5164c07cf
https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=834dac2fdf&e=e5164c07cf


Camp Assiniboia invites applications for the 0.5FTE General Assistant position. www.campswithmeaning.org/news 

Enough is Enough! We challenge Manitobans to re-direct their provincial carbon tax relief cheques to Mennonite 
Central Committee. Other people need a break more than we do. By declaring that we have enough, and by sharing this 
abundance with others, we humbly seek to arrest our creeping sense of entitlement. This initiative comes from a group 
of grassroots Mennonites organizing and praying for a "More With Less Revival.” See more-with-less.ca for more 
information. Shared with congregations by the Climate Action Working Group. 

Steve Bell fundraising concert for Jamie and Kim Arpin-Ricci and their ministry with MCM congregation Little Flowers 
and Peace and Justice Initiatives. MCM's Kathy G will MC. March 17, 7:30pm. Douglas Mennonite Church. No tickets: 
donations welcome. Visit their website for more info: http://peacejustice.ca/steve-bell/ 

First Mennonite Church invites you to celebrate PIE Day early with them, Sunday, March 12 at 7pm. Pi Day is 3.14, 
March 14, and some people celebrate it by eating pie. It's also a chance for affirming congregations to be Public, 
Intentional, and Explicit (PIE) in their support of LGBTQIA+ folks. First Mennonite is hosting a special worship service with 
plenty of music, singing...and pie! Jamie Arpin-Ricci will reflect on his own journey to embrace his bisexuality and a 
public, intentional and explicit LGBTQ+ affirmation, with donations going to support his ministry. The service will also be 
live streamed at https://firstmennonitechurch.ca/services/. 

MCM Mondays - March 13, 8:00pm online. Congregational Health: In every corner. Join Kathy Giesbrecht for this 
conversation. Find the Zoom link and future topics at www.mennochurch.mb.ca/mcmmondays 

 Mennonite Church Canada 

Prayer Requests 

Pray for Sarah Wood, Mennonite Church Canada Witness intern, as she concludes her term of service in Thailand on 
March 10. Pray that these final days connecting with the school and church community in Loei will be rich, and that her 
transition back to life in Canada will enriched by the experience. 
 
Thank God for the safety of Fanosie Legesse and Norm Dyck, MCEC mission ministers, and leaders of Meserete Kristos 
Church, including President Desalegn, as they visited the Tigray region of Ethiopia where violence related to civil war has 
destroyed lives, churches and homes. Together, they worked to build peace within the Mennonite church and support 
and encourage pastors in the area. 

Pray for Jesus followers around the world who a commit to learn and walk together in faithful response to the climate 
crisis.  Pray for open ears and hearts, and for willingness to move as the hands and feet of Christ. Newcomers to the 
climate conversation who wish to explore with others are invited to check out this conversation guide from “For the 
Love of Creation:” https://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/82/26193 

Canadian Mennonite University 
 
CMU Open House: At our place or from your place. In person open house takes place on Tuesday, March 28, 10:00 AM 
– 3:00 PM; virtual open house takes place on Wednesday, March 29, 6:00–7:00 PM CDT. Receive a campus tour, ask 
questions of our Admissions team, and hear from faculty and current students. Visit cmu.ca/experience to register.  
  
MHC Gallery presents two new exhibitions: “Ukraine: Close to Home” and “Leaving Canada: The Mennonite Migration to 
Mexico”.  Exhibitions run until April 29, visit cmu.ca/gallery for more information.  
  
The Mennonite Community Orchestra presents, “The Power of Conversation” on Sunday, March 19 at 3:00 PM at the 
Lutheran Church of the Cross (560 Arlington Street). Visit cmu.ca/events for details and ticket information.  

Mennonite Central Committee 

https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=b494cef7aa&e=e5164c07cf
https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=4c698caa99&e=e5164c07cf
https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=73106daa1b&e=e5164c07cf
https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=02f8263295&e=e5164c07cf
https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=4b957f1835&e=e5164c07cf
https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=113375b564&e=e5164c07cf


Spring is around the corner – will you help us Grow Hope? Global hunger is an ongoing crisis, and we need you to join 
with MCC and Manitoba farmers to help provide food where it’s most needed. Through sponsoring acres on a local farm 
a $1 donation can grow, and then through government matching, could become as much as $5! 
Visit mccmb.ca/GrowHope for more information and to donate! 

Opportunity for Masters’ students or professional development – Power, Ethics, Abuse and Church 
Leadership. MCC’s Abuse Response & Prevention Co-Coordinators, Jaymie Friesen and Val Hiebert are teaching a new 
spring course at Canadian Mennonite University, May 8-12. Register for the course through CMU to learn about healthy 
pastoral relationships, stewardship of power, and healing centred practices.  
 

Please see your emailed bulletins for more announcements from our wider church community. Not on the email list? 
Please send your name and email address to Marta to be added: administrator@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721 

  
 

Home Street Mennonite Church 
318 Home Street, Winnipeg MB R3G 1X4, Treaty 1 Territory 

Co-Pastor: Judith Friesen Epp, 
judith.friesenepp@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721 

Co-Pastor: Phil Campbell-Enns 
phil.campbellenns@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721 

Office Administrator: Cindy Paetkau 
administrator@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721 

E-Transfers accepted at donate@hsmc.ca 
Guest Wifi Network-HSMC Guest: Password: homestreet318 Website: www.hsmc.ca  
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https://mennonitecentralcommittee.cmail20.com/t/i-l-qkyuuz-tduitjhijd-i/
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mailto:administrator@hsmc.ca
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