Home Street Mennonite Church
January 9, 2022
Welcome to Worship
Recognizing milestones and transitions in our lives
Focus Statement: Although scripture often bolsters our spirits by reminding us of God’s faithfulness in
the past, Isaiah 43 also encourages us to look ahead, promising that God will continue to do new things in
the world and in our lives. May the milestones and transitions in our lives help us recall God’s
faithfulness so that we might move into the future with God’s assurance.
Prelude
Welcome and announcements
Call to Worship
Prayer
Song Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light
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Children’s Story
Marking Milestones and Transitions (litany below)
Offering
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 43:1-3a, 11-21
This is God’s Word to the People
Thanks be to God.
Message
Song New Earth, Heaven’s New
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Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
We acknowledge that we meet on the ancestral lands of several First Nations and the homeland of the Métis
people. We commit ourselves to being Treaty People and to living in right relationship with one another as
Indigenous and Non-Indigenous peoples.
Worship Participants:
Meditation: Phil CE
Worship Leader: Judith FE
Musicians: Brenda Sch, Hannah BW, Phil CE, Grace S,
Emma S
Scripture Reader: Phyllis W
Children’s Story: Janet P
Milestone Ministry Coordinator: Angela BP
Prayers of the People: Judith FE
Zoom Technician: Randy P

A Litany for Transitions and Milestones
These are sacred moments
when we turn
to survey the path travelled,
the steps taken
in joy, in pain,
in excitement, in challenge,
knowing we have not been alone.
Thank you, Beloved One, for walking with us.
These are sacred moments
when we stop
to pound a signpost into the earth,
a marker announcing
with pride, with relief,
with confession, with gratitude,
“We have come this far.”
We are here. It is enough.
Thank you, Gracious One, for honouring our efforts.
These are sacred moments,
when we pause
to map the journey traced on our lives,
the imprints of
yielding and resisting,
finding and losing,
discovering we are no longer the same.
Thank you, Holy One, for the mysterious beauty of our paths.
These are sacred moments
when we scan
the terrain ahead
the uncharted contours,
and we step forward
in uncertainty, in faith,
in fear, in hope,
knowing we will never be alone.
Thank you, Steadfast One, for travelling with us.
We acknowledge that we meet on the ancestral lands of several First Nations and the homeland of the
Métis people. We commit ourselves to being Treaty People and to living in right relationship with one
another as Indigenous and Non-Indigenous peoples.

Inside Our Doors
1. Thank you for your generous donations to the Advent Giving Project! Together we raised $7245 towards
vaccinations in other countries. That’s enough to provide two doses of the vaccine for 290 people! The paper
cut-outs on the sanctuary wall were marking the number of people our donations would vaccinate; with the
final total, the chain of people would lap the sanctuary one and half times! Your donations will be forwarded
through Mennonite World Conference to UNICEF, the organization coordinating the vaccination efforts. Many
thanks to you all, and also to Christina J, Joya Rand Natasha NB for their help in organizing and carrying out the
project.

2. Thank-you, thank-you! Your financial gifts, big and small, have helped us to meet our budget for 2021!
These donations, given with love and generosity, are a tangible symbol of your commitment to the
congregation, the wider body of Christ, and the God whom we serve. Leadership Council is deeply grateful for
this expression of faithfulness. Thank-you again.
3. Our annual congregational meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 9, 2022, 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Given
the pandemic situation currently, this meeting will once again happen online. Please look for reports, updates
and information coming to you via email.
4. Germinating Conversations: Food, Faith, Farming, and the Land (Led by Marta Bunnett Wiebe and Steve
Plenert)
Do you remember the last time you ate? Chances are that you do because eating is something we all do
pretty much every day. So much so that maybe you don’t even give eating a lot of thought. You just do
it! However, food, farming, and eating all have profound spiritual, ecological, social, and political aspects to
them. Join us as we look at values such as peace and the earth in our Adult Ed series drawing on the
book Germinating Conversations: Stories from a Sustained Rural-Urban Dialogue on Food, Faith, Farming, and
the Land. Led by the book’s editor and one of the contributors, we will listen and dialogue about the gifts and
challenges that growing and eating present, explore the practical role of food in a climate emergency, and
practice engaging well with one another in dialogue. Sessions will be from 7:00-8:00 pm, via Zoom.
Thursday, Jan. 27: Setting the Table – Introducing Germinating Conversations and the role of food in a climate
emergency.
Thursday, Feb. 3: Listening to Farmers – hearing about growing food and exploring environmental
sustainability.
Wednesday, Feb. 16: Listening to Eaters – thinking intentionally about food choices and environmental impact.
Thursday Feb. 24: A Dialogue on Eating and the Environment with HSMC regulars and guests.

5. Canadian Mennonite subscriptions: All who attend Home Street Mennonite Church may receive a
subscription to Canadian Mennonite. The biweekly magazine is delivered by mail and email. Subscriptions are
paid for collectively through Mennonite Church Manitoba. To start a new subscription or to change your
delivery preferences (to receive print, digital or both), please contact Cindy Paetkau by email
administrator@hsmc.ca or call 204- 783-1721.
Outside Our Doors
Mennonite Church Manitoba
Collecting stories of people's experiences with Spiritual Direction. If you are interested in participating in this project,
please contact Laura Funk, Spiritual Director in Residence at Mennonite Church
Manitoba. LFunk@mennochurch.mb.ca
Mennonite Church Manitoba invites applications for the position of "Director of Leadership Ministries". Visit the
MCM website for job description. www.mennochurch.mb.ca/get-involved

Greetings Friends,
As a new year rolls in, MDS volunteers are getting back out to projects! We are thankful for the many volunteers
who are able and willing to respond to recent disasters and continue to serve those have been waiting for a
home for many years since disaster struck their community.
MDS is hiring! If you want to make a difference and you thrive in an exciting, fast-paced disaster response
environment, consider one of our openings at Mennonite Disaster Service. Learn more on our
website: https://mds.org/employment/

A thank you to donors, from Executive Minister Doug Klassen
A big thank you to those who made giving to Mennonite Church Canada programs and ministries a
priority over the past year. Despite continued uncertainty due to the COVID-19 pandemic and everincreasing climate disasters, our program directors, staff and affiliated partners remain dedicated
to their areas of service and resourcing and grateful for the financial support shown across our
nationwide community of faith. God’s blessing of grace and peace be with you.
INTERNATIONAL WITNESS
New Witness workers on their way to Ethiopia this January
Join in praise and prayer with Witness workers Werner and Joanne De Jong as they make their way to Ethiopia to serve with
the Meserete Kristos Seminary on January 16, 2022. After waiting the fall semester for visas, they are finally able to travel.
Learn more about their assignment here: https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/article/11996-mennonite-church-canadawelcomes-new-witness-workers-in-ethiopia
Vaccines finally available in northeast Thailand
After months of waiting, vaccines are now readily available in the Issan northeast area of Thailand where Witness workers
Tom and Christine Poovong live and serve. Praise God that people can get this help as the Omicron variant catches hold in the
area.
Pray for training of church leaders in Angola
As part of Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission, leaders of the Mennonite Church of Angola have asked for prayer for the church's
leadership training school which prepares pastors and other church workers for ministry. Pray for encouragement for
participants and that they will be blessings to the church and to their communities
INDIGENOUS-SETTLER RELATIONS
Conflict at Wet’suwet’en continues
Please pray for Wet'suwet'en water protectors who are currently asserting their sovereignty in the face of yet another largescale mobilization of militarized police. On Jan. 4, Wet'suwet'en water protectors executed a nonviolent, strategic retreat to
avoid arrest and violence at the hands of dozens of militarized RCMP. Take action by following Gidimt'en Checkpoint on social
media and watching a recent Mennonite Church Canada webinar about solidarity with Wet'suwet'en.
Creator’s Call in a Climate Emergency: a Mennonite Church Canada community learning series
Thursdays at 7 p.m. (CST), Jan. 20 to March 17, 2022
Register: https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/community-learning-series
Join Mennonite Church Canada Indigenous-Settler Relations and the
Sustainability Leadership Group for a spirited eight-week conversation
exploring the two paths of decarbonization and decolonization. Participants
discuss Seth Klein’s A Good War: Mobilizing Canada for the Climate
Emergency (2020) and listen to Indigenous activists and climate action
leaders in real-time conversation.

The Cost of Colonialism / The Joy of Jubilee weekend retreat
Feb. 11-13, 2022, at Star of the North Retreat Centre, St. Albert, Alta. (in person and online)
Register: https://www.starofthenorth.ca/jubilee
How does Canada as a settler colonial society shape Christian understanding and vocation? If
dispossession is the fundamental breach of the Indigenous-settler relationship, what biblical
resources can address that? Join Steve Heinrichs, director of Indigenous-Settler Relations, in a
weekend retreat to discuss these important questions.
A big thank you from ISR director Steve Heinrichs
In the midst of great sorrow and violence—unmarked graves found at Indian Residential School sites, assaults on land
defenders in unceded Wet’suwet’en territory— this past year, ISR celebrated the legislative passing of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act, a remarkable achievement accomplished by the linking of
arms between Indigenous peoples, faith communities, activists and federal government officials. I want to express my
sincere thanks to our Mennonite Church family, for supporting the work of reconciliation and reparations. It isn’t easy—
trying to “carry each other’s burdens” —but we are doing our part and helping make a difference. Thank you for your
persistent prayers, the local learning and advocacy that you do and for your financial support. I lift my hands and heart to
you!

Mennonite Central Committee Manitoba
Join MCC Manitoba! We are looking for a Constituency Relations Coordinator who thrives on connecting with people and
building meaningful relationships. In this role, you will deepen engagement and broaden awareness of MCC's relief,
development and peace work with church communities and other groups. The position is halftime with a flexible home office
base. Apply online at mccmb.ca/openings.
Opportunity for students: Is our climate polarized? Join young people across the country, MCC staff, civil servants and
development professionals in a conversation on climate, advocacy and building bridges for a shared future. The Peace &
Justice Office student seminar will be held February 22-24 with a location in Winnipeg. Learn more and register by January 31
at mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/peace-justice-student-seminar.
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