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Welcome to Worship 

July 4, 2021 
 

 

The Practice of Paying Attention 
 

Focus Statement: Attention, taken to its highest degree, is the same thing as prayer. It presupposes faith 
and love. Absolutely unmixed attention is prayer. If we turn our mind toward the good, it is impossible 
that little by little the whole soul will not be attracted thereto in spite of itself.  – Simone Weil 
 

 

Gathering 

Prelude   
Welcome and announcements 
Call to Worship   
 

Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that the land our ancestors settled on 
was already home to Indigenous and Metis Peoples. 
We acknowledge that this is a necessary first step in a journey, 
in a journey to understanding the deep and lasting impact of colonization. 
We dedicate ourselves to move forward in a spirit of reconciliation 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. 

 
Prayer (adapted from Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Ministry Matters) 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! Praise the Lord! 
Surprising God,  
you have an uncomfortable habit of showing up, 
of showing up where we least expect you: 
in a burning bush, 
in the face of an enemy, 
in a livestock feed trough, 
on a rough wooden cross. 
Turn our lives upside down with your radical love. 
Stop us in our tracks, 
so we might fully embrace your surprises, 
so we might draw them fully into our being. 
Even as we revel in the joy 
of being fully embraced 
by your all-encompassing grace and mercy,  
we pray that we can sustain our attention  
to the surprise of you,  
active and present in our lives 
and in the lives of all around us. 
Let us not forget your most amazing surprise of all: 
your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we gather. Amen. 
 



 
Song  This is God’s Wondrous World  VT 180  

Prayer of Confession 

Words of Assurance 

 

Hearing 

Scripture Reading:  Psalm 104:1-4, 14-23, 31-33; Exodus 3:1-12 
 This is God’s Word to the people. 
 Thanks be to God. 
Children’s Story 

Offertory  

Message 

 

Responding 

Song  I Sing the Mighty Power of God  VT 182 

Prayer 

God our Creator,  

we have worshipped and praised you  

for who you are.   

We have come to you in all our diversity.   

We have acknowledged your tender love.  

Help us to pay attention to that which makes each of us different from each other,  

while, at the same time, remind us that our identity is in Christ rather than in our differences, and 

regardless of distinctions, each one of us is a beloved and revered element of your creation. 

Empower us  

to be instruments  

of unity and peace.   

As we move from this holy ground, help us remember to pay attention to your glory and challenge 

favouritism and discrimination.  We ask your blessing upon our community, our church, and our families.   

In Christ Jesus we pray. Amen.   
  

On Zoom:  
Congregational Sharing 

The Prayers of the People 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

 

Worship Participants: 
 

Meditation:  Judith FE   Visual Display: Michelle M, Peter F 

Worship Leader:  Patricia B   AV Technicians: David S, Scott W 

Children’s Story: Judith FE  Zoom Technician: Randy P 

Musicians: Maureen E, Pearl TN  Prayers of the People on Zoom: Judith FE 

 

 

 

 

  
         



In Prayer 
 

Camps with Meaning begins staff training this week, and Phil C.E. is one of the resource people.  Pray for a rich 
week of learning and community-building. 
 

Pray for Indigenous peoples as unmarked graves continue to be discovered at Residential Schools across Canada.  
Pray that settler peoples will understand the depth of harm done to Indigenous families. Pray that the Creator will 
draw us towards truth, healing and right relationship on this land.  
 

Inside Our Doors 
 
  

1. Home Street Scavenger Hunt/Walk or Bike the Loop Event, Sunday, July 11, 2-4pm 
Get out to see some Home Streeters, get some exercise, and participate in a Scavenger Hunt. Stop in at the Millers 
at 72 Arlington St. and Wolseley for the information and to put a greeting on the chalkboard! The walk/ride will be 
the loop of Wolseley and Wellington Crescent, crossing the footbridge at Oman’s Creek.  You can choose to walk 
from either direction to see more Home Streeters on your journey. Midway stops for refreshments will be supplied. 
There are also ways to participate without walking or biking, please contact Jan Miller for details. Let’s see each 
other! 
Watch for more details in the bulletin email next Thursday and on the Facebook page. 
 

2. Summer Worship Series: An Altar in the World 

We meet God in the very ordinary-looking places in our lives. We can rush by or ignore these places, or we can 

pause at these places of encounter to set a little altar in the world – an altar to the God who meets us exactly 

where we are, in the very ordinary practices of our lives. According to Barbara Brown Taylor: 

In a world of too much information about almost everything, bodily practices can provide great relief. To make 

bread or love, to dig in the earth, to feed an animal or cook for a stranger-these activities require no extensive 

commentary, no lucid theology. All they require is someone willing to bend, reach, chop, stir. Most of these tasks 

are so full of pleasure that there is no need to complicate things by calling them holy. And yet these are the same 

activities that change lives sometimes all at once and sometimes more slowly, the way dripping water changes 

stone. In a world where faith is often construed as a way of thinking, bodily practices remind the willing that faith is 

a way of life.   (xviii) 

July 4   The Practice of Paying Attention: Reverence 

July 11  The Practice of Walking the Earth: Groundedness   

July 18  The Practice of Showing Up:  Solidarity  

July 25  The Practice of Being Present to God: Prayer   

Aug 1  The Practice of Saying No: Sabbath   

Aug 8   The Practice of Getting Lost: Wilderness   

Aug 15  The Practice of Carrying Water: Physical Labour 

Aug 22  The Practice of Encountering Others: Community 

Aug 29  The Practice of Living with Purpose: Vocation 

Sept 5  The Practice of Pronouncing Blessings: Benedictions 

 

3. Summer Church Office hours:   Summer Hours will be 9am-12pm Tuesday – Thursday starting July 6.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Outside Our Doors 

 

Canadian Mennonite University 

  We are OPEN for individual tours during July and August this summer! Book a personal visit time to tour the CMU 

campus and meet a few staff and faculty along the way. Four time slots are offered each weekday—evening/weekend 

times available upon request. We can't wait to show you around! Book a time 

here: enrolment.cmu.ca/portal/personal_visits. 

     CMU is looking for long term renters for furnished 1-bedroom apartments. The monthly rental rate is $978.70 per 

month which includes internet and all utilities. Parking is available for $35.05 per month. For more information, please 

contact Kara Klassen by phone at 204-594-0513 or email at rental@cmu.ca. 

   

                            

 

Camps with Meaning is opening more spots at the day camps! Many new spots available for 
grades 1-5, a few for grades 6-9, and lots of room at Youth Week. Our Pop-Up Camps also have 

room – there is probably one near you! So grateful that we get to spend part of our summer with 
you! Visit www.campswithmeaning.org 
 

Camps with Meaning invites applications for the Head of Maintenance position at Camp Assiniboia. This is a full-time, 
permanent position with potential housing at the camp. Find the job description on the Camps with Meaning website. 
 

Camps with Meaning invites applications for the Summer Head Cook position at Camp Assiniboia. This summer 
position supports the summer camping ministry. Find the job description on the Camps with Meaning website. 
 

Join the "Ring up the Cash" Camps with Meaning Covid Relief Campaign. We are expecting a concerning deficit this 
year. Donate and/or join the campaign. Visit our special campaign site to learn more and 
participate: ringupthecash.causevox.com 
 

Deep Calls to Deep Guided Meditation Retreat. Join MCM Spiritual Director in Residence, Laura Funk, in a one day 
retreat focused on guided meditation. July 10, 2021. Visit mennochurch.mb.ca/news to learn more and register. 
 

Mennonite Church Canada invites applications for a Nationwide Youth Gathering Event Coordinator.  The Nationwide 
Youth Gathering will take place July 31- Aug 4, 2022, at Camp Valaqua near Calgary, Alta. This position is a one-year 
term/contract beginning August 16 2021 at .4 FTE.  Applicants from across Canada are invited to apply. Applications will 
be considered beginning July 6, 2021.  For the full job description go to: https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/get-
involved#youth-coordinator-2022. 
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Nationwide service shared by Edmonton First Mennonite Church for June 27, 2021 
The service focuses on the scriptural promise of the Ascension captured in Luke 24: 44-
53.  Woven throughout is the theme of cross-pollination – a calling Donna Entz explores as she 
shares with us her last sermon in her role as director of North Edmonton Ministry.  Inter-cultural 

and inter-faith cross-pollination was the focus of Donna’s work for ten years.  Donna and Loren Entz will be moving to 
Winnipeg in September 2021. 
https://mennonitechurch.ca/worshipservices   
  

INTERNATIONAL WITNESS  
 

    Support the dehydrator project in Philippines  

Learn how a request for funds for a simple food dehydrator from Witness workers Lakan and 
Lakambini Sumulong (Dann and Joji Pantoja) motivated generous giving from Mennonite 
congregations in MCEC and across our nationwide family of 
faith. https://mcec.ca/article/13354-the-pennies-were-already-there  

 

COVID restrictions reduce connection for Witness workers  
Travel restrictions within Thailand due to COVID-19 have limited the amount of time that Witness workers Tom and 
Christine Poovong spend with the network of 40 congregations that are part of the Friends of Grace Church Association. 
Pray that the Poovongs will continue to find creative ways to connect and that the local leaders of these congregations 
will grow in confidence and wisdom.  
 

Home Street Mennonite Church 
318 Home Street, Winnipeg MB R3G 1X4, Treaty 1 Territory 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 
Co-Pastor: Judith Friesen Epp, 

judith.friesenepp@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721 
Co-Pastor: Phil Campbell-Enns 

phil.campbellenns@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721 
Office Administrator: Cindy Paetkau 

administrator@hsmc.ca, 204-783-1721 
E-Transfers accepted at donate@hsmc.ca 

Website: www.hsmc.ca

Mennonite Central Committee 
 

Help make a difference by providing peacebuilding skills to vulnerable families. This year, the first $6,000 raised through 

GO! 100 will be MATCHED by some amazing community donors. Sponsor a challenger or start your own challenge here or 

at mccmb.ca/go-100.  

Sign up for the 18th Annual MCC Manitoba Golf Tournament today! Join us for a day of golfing, prizes and dinner on 

September 9th in support of families impacted by the Beirut explosion. Register here or at mccmb.ca/golf.   

MCC Manitoba is hiring! We're looking for an Engagement & Stewardship Coordinator and a Stewardship & Material 

Resources Associate. These positions include components of fundraising, communications, engagement and outreach. To 

learn more visit mccmb.ca/Openings.  

Sam’s Place is looking to hire a Volunteer and Youth Engagement Coordinator. The successful candidate would be in 

charge of the Sam’s Place Youth Employable Skills Program and will work to coordinate all volunteers. This position is a 

salaried position within MCC Manitoba. To view the position and to apply, please click here or visit mccmb.ca/Openings. 

This position will close on July 9. 
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